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I detained unlawfully or wrongfully, based on criteria which

2 may include whether—

3 (1) United States officials receive or possess
4 credible information indicating innocence of the de-
5 tained individual;

6 (2) the individual is being detained solely or

7 substantially because he or she is a United States

8 national;

9 (3) the individual is being detained solely or
10 substantially to influence United States Government
11 policy or to secure economic or political concessions
12 from the United States Government;

13 (4) the detention appears to be because the in-
14 dividual sought to obtain, exercise, defend, or pro-
15 mote freedom of the press, freedom of religion, or
16 the right to peacefully assemble;

17 (5) the individual is being detained in violation
18 of the laws of the detaining country;

19 (6) independent nongovernmental organizations
20 or journalists have raised legitimate questions about
21 the inmocence of the detained individual;

22 (7) the United States mission in the country
23 where the individual is being detained has received
24 credible reports that the detention is a pretext for an

25 illegitimate purpose;
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(8) the individual is detained in a country
where the Department of State has determined in its
annual human rights reports that the judicial system
18 not independent or impartial, is susceptible to cor-
ruption, or is incapable of rendering just verdicts;
(9) the individual is being detained in inhumane
conditions;
(10) due process of law has been sufficiently
impaired so as to render the detention arbitrary; and
(11) United States diplomatic engagement is
likely necessary to secure the release of the detained
individual.

(b) REFERRALS TO THE SPECIAL ENVOY.—Upon a

determination by the Secretary of State, based on the to-
tality of the circumstances, that there is eredible informa-
tion that the detention of a United States national abroad
is unlawful or wrongful, and regardless of whether the de-
tention 1s by a foreign government or a nongovernmental
actor, the Secretary shall transfer responsibility for such
case from the Bureau of Consular Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State to the Special Envoy for Hostage Affairs

created pursuant to section 3.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—
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1 (A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
2 shall submit to the appropriate congressional

3 committees an annual report with respect to



















































